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Welcome to Financial Foundations Summer Camp!

Over the next four weeks we are going to be learning all about money. 
Money is a wonderful tool that can be used to accomplish great things and 
allow us to enjoy life.  

Money is a resource just like food, the gas that goes into our cars, the plants 
and animals all around us, and everything else in our world.

When we learn to use it properly, money is a lot of fun and helps us live the 
lives we want. Money is a tool that can be used to help other people, take 
care of our own needs, and can be grown to produce more.

If we don’t learn how to use money properly we never have enough, we 
are always stressed, and the things we want in life always seem to be out of 
reach.

Just as in the natural world, in the money world, there are many  different 
pieces that are all an important part of the whole. No one way is better 
than another, they are all vital to the health of the system.
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Our whole world is interconnected.

When something happens in one area it affects things in many other areas 
that we might not be able to see  immediately.

Just as in nature, money is a part of a whole interconnected system. A tree 
provides a home for many small animals and birds.  A tree provides food, a 
safe hiding place from predators for some, and a hiding place from which 
to hunt for others.  

In return for giving the bird a place to live, the bird eats the insects that 
could otherwise hurt or even kill the tree. The animals feed on the fruits 
and nuts of the tree and help spread the seeds around to new areas so more 
new trees can grow.

The tree cleans pollutants out of our air and protects our soil from 
 erosion.

Money allows us to pay for our homes and cars. Money allows us to buy 
food and pay for school. Money allows us to purchase toys, clothes, and go 
to the movies. Money allows us to help other people. Money allows us to 
focus on our skills and abilities and be able to trade for the products and 
services we cannot provide for ourselves directly.

Money can be grown and passed around the world creating jobs, 
 building businesses, and creating economies.
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There are many parallels that can be drawn between the natural world and 
the financial world. Nature and money are filled with a variety of choices 
and options. All are needed to keep the system working. No one thing is 
more important than another, just different.

Spider monkeys are intelligent animals that live in troops high in the trees.  
They feed mostly on fruits and nuts, but will also eat leaves, flowers, and 
insects. They are active during the day and actually spend minimal time 
feeding. This allows them time to rest and play.

Spider monkeys eat the fruits whole and are primarily responsible for 
spreading the seeds and providing the fertilizer to help them grow into 
new trees. They are also food for harpy eagles and jaguars.

In the money world we need to have balance.  We need to make sure our 
basic needs of food, clothing, and shelter are taken care of and then have 
time and resources to do fun and enjoyable things.

By looking after all the areas of our lives we stay healthy and happy.  We 
are able to learn, grow, and improve.  
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Female giraffes and young males live in small groups while older males 
are usually solitary animals. Giraffes are herbivores. They have few natural 
predators, are quiet, and peaceful.  

They help the environment by eating the vegetation and spreading seeds.

In the money world you put yourself on a simple path to success by being 
aware of how you are using the money you have. By setting up and using 
a budget, using credit properly, and taking small, daily steps to grow your 
knowledge and your wealth.  

You help the world by being responsible and taking care of yourself 
while positively contributing to the economic system. 
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Gorillas live in small groups of 5 to 30 individuals with a dominant 
 silverback male and a variety of females and their young. They are  peaceful 
herbivores that feed mostly on leaves. They will only eat a few leaves off of 
each plant to allow the plant to regrow.

Known as the gardeners of the forest gorillas spread seeds and fertilizer. 
This keeps forests healthy and growing.

In the financial world you can ask yourself  ‘how can I make the best choices 
in how I spend and invest my money to  help others and the environment?’

You can make better choices in the products and services you use to have 
less negative impact or to create a positive change.

You can invest in and buy from companies that recycle, create  alternative, 
renewable  energy resources, provide fair wages to their employees and 
farmers, or improve the world in some way.
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In the natural world you have animals like the owl that live a solitary 
 existence and are nocturnal. They are carnivores that eat small animals.  

Owls play an important role in helping the environment by keeping the 
rodent population under control.

In the money world you can earn a living by running your own business 
and working out of your home. You can set your own hours, market your 
skills, and focus on what you enjoy doing.  

Self-employed people contribute to the economy by handling  smaller 
jobs, being more accessible, and by innovating and creating new 
 products and services.
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Zebras live in large herds that are made up of males, females, and young.  
They roam over large territories and are herbivores.  

They are the food of lions and other large cats and dogs. They contribute 
to the ecosystem by grazing on the grass to keep it healthy, fertilizing the 
ground, and by providing food for the larger predators.

In the money game you can earn a living by working as an employee for 
a large company. This gives you the opportunity to work in different job 
types, learn and grow your skills, and move up into roles of more and 
greater responsibility.

Being an employee for a company helps the economic world by  participating 
in larger projects that could not be accomplished by smaller companies or 
self-employed individuals.

Hospitals, schools, and road construction are examples of systems that 
 require a lot of people to work together to accomplish the goals.
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Tigers are the largest living cats in the world. Being carnivores at the top 
of the food chain they hunt mostly large mammals like water buffalo and 
wild boar, but have even been known to eat large pythons and crocodiles. 
They are generally solitary, although they can spend time with other tigers 
and even share kills.

Tigers play a vital role by keeping herds healthy by culling off the old, sick, 
and injured animals.  

In the money game you can set out to be an artist, a movie star, a  professional 
athlete, or a business person that starts a company. You can work hard and 
smart to become one of the best in your field.  

By setting your sights on a big goal and working consistently on improving 
your abilities you show the world what you can accomplish with consistent 
effort and discipline. You bring extraordinary gifts of beauty to the world.

When you start a company you may create jobs for hundreds or even 
 thousands of people, and bring exciting new products and services to 
the market.  
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Elephants are the largest land based animal. They live in close knit family 
groups that are headed by an older matriarch. Elephants are intelligent, 
 social animals, with a long life span.  They are herbivores that feed on 
leaves, bark, and fruits of trees but can also eat grasses and herbs.

Elephants help ecosystems change from wooded areas to savannahs and 
then to grasslands. They are also known for locating underground water 
sources in dry areas to the benefit of all animals. 

In the financial world you can invest in many different things such as 
stocks, bonds, or real estate.  

Stocks are buying a part of a company. You can buy a part of a large 
 company like Microsoft or part of a small company like a family owned 
business, so they can hire staff, invest in research and development, and 
bring new products to market.  

Bonds are when you lend money to a government or company to help them 
finance larger projects like roads or hospitals for government or building a 
new factory for a company.

Investing in real estate is purchasing property such as houses, apartment 
building, or office buildings. This provides people with places to live or 
work without having to purchase them on their own.
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Our natural and financial worlds are made up of many different yet related 
parts. Every part plays a role that contributes to the benefit of the whole.  

There is no right or wrong.  

The natural world needs predators and prey. The natural world needs 
 animals that live in small groups, solitary animals, and large herds. The 
natural world needs animals and plants of all shape, sizes, and varieties.

The financial world needs people to look after the small day to day choices 
and the long term decisions. The financial world needs people that work 
for big companies, people that work on their own, and people that start 
companies large and small. The financial world needs people to provide 
products and services, people that buy the products and services, and 
 people to invest in the system.

You can do what you love and constantly learn new things. You can do 
what your heart and conscience desire and be a successful part of the 
 money and world puzzle.
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1. Ask someone you admire (like your parents, other relatives, or family  
 friends) what do they really enjoy about their careers?

2. Start a list of things you really enjoy doing and want to learn more about.

3. What are some things that are important to you?

4. What some ways that you affect the world around you by how you spend 
 your money?

Life long learning is what makes you a success in all 
areas of your life.

You determine how far you go by the daily 
 acquisition of valuable knowledge. Make a point of 

learning something useful every single day. 

Read a book on a subject you want to learn about, 
listen to a CD from a master of your subject, go to a 

class, spend time with a mentor, or visit a high 
quality informational website.

Ask questions. Don’t be afraid to ask for more 
 information, ask for clarification, or ask what your 
options are. By being brave enough to ask you are 

ensuring your success in money and in life.
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